Master

Where Corvette styling cars
come back into style

by Jerry Heasley

aster Works is not your typi-
cal Corvette restoration shop.
Why? Because this is Werner
Meier’s place. Within the Cor-
vette biz, Meier, if you haven't
been formally introduced, is the man
with the GM styling cars, those
highly prized concept machines
designed to promote Corvettes of
the future. And he’s got a bunch of
them. Recently retired, Meier was,
for years, the General Motors Engi-
neering Group manager at the GM
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Proving Grounds. Today, he has a
new Corvette restoration business
called Master Works in Madison
Heights, Michigan.

As you might expect, the Master
Works shop is filled with great, his-
torically significant Corvettes. As we
entered the facility we were greeted
by a bad and black '63 Z06 and a pris-
tine silver split-window coupe. At first
glance, the former big-tank Corvette
didn’t look unique until Werner filled
us in. “Behind the fuel-injected 327 is
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a five-speed and it's original. It
shouldn’t have ever gotten out of the
Proving Grounds,” Meier said. “It's
got a prototype Borg-Warner four-
speed OD transmission still in it. This
car is one of one.”

But escaping the Proving Grounds
isn't unique to this lone Z06, Meier
having done so himself. Today he
serves as the leading custodian of
several engineering and styling Cor-
vettes. That's why, when Mike Yager
of Mid America Direct bought the '64
World’s Fair Corvette, he sent the
coupe to Meier, the leading expert
in such cars.

A Werner Meier at his Master Works
shop in Madison Heights, Michigan.
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