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It started in 1979, a simple

outing by Corvette enthusiast

Werner Meier to look at a fully op-

tioned ‘64 coupe. It ended up a love

affair with some of the most exotic

cars ever produced by Chevrolet —
Shop Order and Styling Cars.

“l didn’t even know what an 50
car was or meant,” explained Meier,
“"But when | saw the side exhaust,
original paint and special tim plate, |
decided to take a chance.”

Meier, of Farmington Hills, Michi-
gan, owns no less than three of these
incredible cars. His first is the Bill Mitc-
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hell/Ozzie Olson 1963 coupe Styling
Car; the second, “Bunkie” Knudsen's
1963 Styling Car done to look like 50
10300; and his most recent project,
SO 10300 itself — a 1963 convert-
ible. He also owned a pink on pink
1964 coupe done for Knudsen's wife.

But what are these Corvettes, and
what it is like to own and restore one?

It could be said these were the toys
of the “big boys.” Knudsen became
head of Chevrolet in 1961 and was a
known performance zealot. Mitchell,
who championed numerous Corvette
efforts in the mid-Fifties, became the

el

head of GM's styling staff in 1958,
Mitchell, too, was geared toward per-
formance. These two GM giants made
Corvette dreams become reality.
Meier estimates that at least 20 of
these fascinating cars may have been
produced, but records are extremely
sketchy. As Knudsen once explained,
“It wasn't uncommon for some of the
execs in GM to simply write on the
back of a matchbook what they want-
ed, and it was done.” Speculation also
exists as to why some of these exotics
received special “Shop Order” num-
bers, and others did not. One thought




was that if extensive modification or
fabrication was involved, an 50 num-
Ber would be some place to bill time

or Styling Cars carry the
sve features as the othe

Enge Lo thei 1ers. No manuals or

Socumentation exist. The only guide
% a reasonably authentic effort is

you find on the car, the infor-

ou glean from GM photos,

other cars from this special

ook like. Having three in your
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possession does
not hurt either.
“This was the
lousiest of the cars,” Meier com-
mented. “The frame was bad, it had a
terrible body, the stainless steel cus-
tomn door panels had speaker holes
cut into them — it was a rolling piece
of neglect.” But even though he had
restored two similar cars, this restora-
tion had its own challenge for Meier.
One of his projects was to repair
the large diameter holes in the door
panels. “I went to one of the best
welders | knew and we were going to
tack-weld plates in the holes, then
refinish them. As soon as the welder
hit the metal, the stainless curled right
up,” Meier explained. It became nec-
essary to fabricate new sheets and
duplicate the finish. Dozens of hours
were spent on the process.
“The exhaust system on the inside
was very crude,” said Meier. “We
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spent nearly 40 hours just fabricating
new exhaust flanges, then built a stain-
less steel exhaust system from scratch,
We also made our own tool to cut
exhaust gaskets, since no conventional
parts matched the custom exhaust.
The rocker moldings were built from
scratch, too.”

Anather difficulty for Meier was the
hood grills. The previous owner had
begun a restoration and had sent the
functional hood grills to be plated.
“Whatever they dipped them in, it just
ate up and separated the back sides of
the grills,” Meier said. In an effort to
mate the brass back-plates to the
chrome-plated steel fronts, Meier add-
ed some silver solder and was going to
bake the grills. “They looked like a cou-
ple of bananas when | took them out
of the oven,” Meier laughed. "1 got a
quick physics lesson on how different
metals react to heat!” Mot knowing
how the factory mated the pieces, a
layer of Locktite now does the job.

Meier encountered other oddities
as he restored 50 10300. For exam-
ple, a white instrument cluster with
no reflective coatings for the panel
lights; a battery relocated adjacent to
the jack storage area resulting in a
cover which mounted several inches
higher than conventional covers and
leaving a rear floor which is completely
flat; a prototype shifter console that

was similar to a "64, only one piece in
design except for the upper trim; and
the list goes on. Even the small “Gen-
eral Motors Styling” emblems located
on each fender had to be fabricated at
a cost of almost $300 each!

And speaking of cost, Meier was
asked what sort of financial commit-
ment it takes to do an SO car. "It was
twice as expensive as a normal restora-
tion, and that was only because | was




Harley Earl’s SO Sting Ray

The Corvette pictured with 50 10300 is SO
10323 (shown with removeable hardtop), origi-

nally produced for retired GM styling head Harley
Earl. Earl had a tremendous influence on these
unique cars before his retirement from GM in 1958,
evidenced by this car with twin instrument panels
supporting 15 gauges, special exhaust, knock-off
wheels and several prototype ‘65 features like disc
brakes and hood. This car is owned by Joe Roebuck
and Ray Nicholson of Bingham Farms, Michigan.

able to do much of the work myself. The cost
would go higher if everything was done in a
restoration shop.” Meier also gives much credit
to his father, Eric, a Swiss-trained tool and die
maker who helped with much of the work.
Meier was finally asked what his favorite
Corvettes are, and with an obvious bias toward
Chevrolet's show cars, he said the Manta Ray
and the Mako Shark. “They are the best of the
best.”
CF

40TH ANNIVERSARY
MERCHAMNDISE
Jacket s-xL $85.00
Golf Shirt M0 $19.50
($2.00 additional for XXL)
T-Shirt ™-2xxL $13.00

or buy 1 for $20.00
(52.00 additional for XXL)

Cap $12.00

Lapel Pin $ 5.00

MOT PICTURED:
Poster $10.00

Key Chain $ 8.00
Coffee Mug $ 6.00

40TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS

Coupe Package Convertible Package ZR-| Package
Golf Shirt, Jacket, T-Shirt, Jacket, Golf Shirt, T-Shirt,
T-Shirt Cap, Mug Cap, Poster, Key Chain, Mug
and Cap and Lapel Pin and Lapel Pin

$54.50 value for $121.00 value for $168.50 value for
$44.00 $99.00 $140.00

To order, call 800-536-4002
M-F 9am-5pm CST

YEAR-ROUND CARPET PROTECTION

AT A ONCE-A-YEAR PRICE!
Hurry! Offer Expires December 31, 1993!

FOX Weatherboots® are form fitting, ABS plastic foot wells guaranteed

lo protect your Corvette’s carpet! They simply drop into place to provide
100% protection from water, soiling, snow and salt. Each Weatherboot

has a black carpet insert for an elegant touch. Order P/N A5065B for
1984-89 models and AS057 for 1990-03's, Weatherboots® are also
available for 1968-82 Corvettes. You must mention this ad to receive the
sale price. And remember, insist on the “original” Weatherboots® from
FOX—there is a substantial quality RN ———
difference. This offer cannot be

combined with any other offers. ECKLER.S

Quality Parts & Accessornes For Corvelles
¥

-5 1-800-327-2686
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