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After 32 years of stagnancy, this
‘65 makes a triumphant return

TEXT BY KEVIN SHAW
PHOTOS BY JERRY HEASLEY

ere Pendergrass of

Taylor, Michigan, is

the original owner of

this gorgeous '65

convertible. There's

usually nothing bet-
ter than hearing the story from the
owner’s mouth, so we'll let Jere tell us
how it is.

“l admired the ‘63 Corvette when |
was a young Infantry officer in the U.S.
Army and planned to purchase one
upon my discharge. | started shopping
for a Corvette when | was discharged
from service in July 1964. | waited until

50

fall, and decided to buy a ’65. As it
turned out, GM employees went on
strike in October and Corvettes
weren’t available until later that
December. | finally purchased the car
January 8, 1965, at Ray Ridge Chevrolet
in Trenton, Michigan, where | kept the
original bill of sale, original owner’s
manual with the Protect-O-Plate, orig-
inal title, and original license plates.
“The Corvette was built on Decem-
ber 28, 1964, in St. Louis. | paid $4,630
for car, tax, and license ‘out the door.’
| was in a little over my head, since
my first year’s salary was only $5,200
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and the cost of the car and insurance
exceeded that. Using the Corvette asa
daily driver, it survived the drive to
work in all kinds of weather. While
fiberglass will not rust, the salt on the
streets did a lot of damage to the
metal components.

“Because of slipping and sliding
and getting stuck in the Michigan
snow, | had snow tires put on the rear
wheels. The tires made driving during
winter a lot easier. While the car was
being restored, the snow tires were a
source of amusement and ridicule for
my friends, visitors, and the owner
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